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Inspired by a great love for the ocean, Vanessa Owen’s design style draws from a life of epic 
sailing adventures, explorations of far off lands and her life now, among the unique natural 
features of the Bay of Islands. 

Transforming countless dilapidated baches and forgotten rentals as well as creating Driftwood 
Seaside Escapes and Driftwood Central has taught Vanessa a lot of tricks over the years! Her 
specialty is looking beyond tatty, worn out exteriors and finding the potential in every space. 

Creating synergy between the indoors and out is an important feature of a Kiwi home and Vanessa works to 
create a seamless flow, implementing colour and texture to complement the natural environment. 

Vanessa is an experienced and innovative interior designer and her hands-on approach sees Vanessa regularly 
mucking in with power tools and paintbrushes. Up-cycling is a great passion and many of the unique furniture 
and decor items at Driftwood have been lovingly created or restored by Vanessa. Her unique beach chic style 
has caught the eye of the New Zealand public and Vanessa has been featured in NZ House & Garden, Life & 
Leisure, NZ Herald on Sunday, Sassy, on television show Kiwi Living  - to name but a few. 

When not up to her elbows in paint pots and power tools you can find Vanessa enjoying the beach with her 
husband and four children, entertaining friends (she is a qualified chef) or indulging in her other great passion, 
sailing.
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Kiwi Living | Television

A recent segment on local TV show, Kiwi 
Living, featured the Owen family home 
as an inspirational Kiwi home.

Press | Magazines

Vanessa has captured the eye of the NZ 
public with her beach chic design style.  

“ a n  e n c h a n t i n g  w e e k e n d  e s c a p e ”
 - Herald on Sunday

“ s e re n e  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  “
 - Habitat Magazine 

3  x  g o l d e n  p i w a  a w a r d  w i n n e r

V A N E S S A  O W E N



THE  B EACH HUTS

Glamping Huts, 2006

Twin eco huts in their own private 
cove, nestled beneath the old
Pohutukawa trees. Recently 

featured in NZ House & Garden.

The Beach Huts are amazing, we 
couldnt have found a better spot for 

a perfect weekend. The huts have 
every little detail and thought 

covered! Vanessa has perfectly 
stylised the huts so it feels truly Kiwi 

and perfectly suits the location.



THE  HOMESTEAD

Family Home, 2006

 From a Freemason retirement 
home in Dargaville to the stunning

coastal escape Vanessa and her 
family now call home. 

A former rest home that was a 
maze of cubicles has been relocated 

and reborn as a serene and 
beautiful coastal home.

(Resene Habitat of the Week)



THE  Bach

Studio Bach, 2008

Award-winning studio overlooking 
a private waterfront vineyard. 
Stylishly designed to evoke the 
ocean and all things nautical.

Our little cottage was everything 
advertised and more. The views 

were spectacular but even better 
was the interior of the bach - very 

thoughtfully decorated with 
wonderful touches. It had a warm 

feel to the place that made it 
magical to stay. 



The  Hammock

Studio Bach, 2013

Architecturally designed for total 
privacy, The Hamock is an award 
winning combination of local art, 
nautical decor and aged timber.

The Hammock is unbelievable, you 
walk in and never want to leave. I 

am local and I stay here for an 
escape from daily life whenever I 

need it, it is just perfect. The details 
are faultless but it has a casual 
‘slung together’ feel. Great in 

everyway.



DRI FTWOOD
CENTRAL

Seven Holiday Homes

Boutique cottages nestled into 
tropical gardens, tastefully designed 
to reflect a nostalgic seaside escape 

in the heart of town.

Perfect in every way. We were very 
happy to arrive to the Bach being 
toasty warm and little touches like 
fresh flowers. I could happily live 

there! Will definitely stay again and 
recommend to anyone planning 

a visit up North.



SNEAKY  P E EK

Family Bach, 2015

Decorated with a beachy bach 
vibe in mind to get you into the 

holiday spirit as soon as you 
pull up outside. 

Sneaky has got it all. You wake up 
to the sound of birds, and then the 
deck is the place for morning coffee 

as you look out across the valley.  
After a day of exploring, with the 
sun sinking behind you, drinks on 

the deck is just the way to get ready 
for dinner.



R E F E R ENCE

8th May 2016    

It is my great pleasure to provide a most positive reference for Vanessa Owen. I have been directly involved with 
Vanessa on three projects, and I have observed her completing countless others. Vanessa has done two projects for the 
“schoolhouse” at Bay of Islands International Academy where I am school board chairman. The first project was to take 
the badly deteriorated and almost uninhabitable schoolhouse and get it ready for a new principal to occupy. Vanessa did 
this very quickly, and at very minimal expense. She has a keen ability to home in on what matters and what doesn’t. In 
additional to her own contributions, she mobilised volunteer help and organised it to great effect. Vanessa has 
tremendous ability to operate sensitively with the diverse cultures of the region. Where needed, she relied upon her 
own stable of highly capable and cost  effective tradespeople, with whom she has a very strong relationship of trust and 
loyalty. In a matter of just a few weeks, the schoolhouse was transformed and the new principal and his family were 
happy to take up residence. This operation was so successful that when it was time for another go at the schoolhouse, 
it was only natural to call on Vanessa again. The second time, we were transforming the schoolhouse from a residence 
to a working space for teachers and for small groups of children. Again, thebudget was almost nil, and again Vanessa 
greatly exceeded expectations. She visualised how a rental residence could be transformed into a working space with a 
minimum of fuss and a maximum of creativity. Vanessa listens carefully, and then adds value with her own imagination. 
In between, Vanessa created an office in the old woolshed at Mataka Station where I am a director. Again, she used her 
magic blend of listening, creating, and cost effectively implementing. Despite being in a disused corner of a woolshed, 
the space she created is highly functional, visually appealing, and full of references appropriate to the historic station. 
It’s the perfect place to meet the modern needs of office work on a historic, rural block. As mentioned, I’ve also seen 
Vanessa “do up” countless cottages, houses, baches and the like, always with superior taste and a sharp eye on the 
bottom line. If you are looking for someone who works to tight budgets and tight deadlines, and delivers more than 
you would expect, look no further.    

Donald Chandler
Manager, Mataka Station

Amokura Drive, 2015

A neglected street near the golf 
course in Kerikeri was transformed 

when Vanessa took her brushes and 
tools to 52A and B, 47 , 41  and 11.

http://www.savvymagazine.co.nz/2015/Nov15/home_amokuradrive.html


Driftwood Living

Created by Vanessa for guests, 
Driftwood’s very own inside guide 
to Kerikeri. Featuring DIY projects & 
styling advice from Vanessa as well 
as information for an authentic, local 
experience in the North.

Pub. 2015 | Available from blurb.com
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IN  THE  P R E S S
Vanessa has captured the eye of the NZ public with her beach chic design style.  
Click the below images to learn more or head to www.dr i f twoodnz.com 

AWARDS
• Three time Golden Piwa award winner for Driftwood Seaside Escapes.
• Resene Habitat of the Week, 2013

21Travel DigesT,  December 2015 / January 2016

A
ra Roa Villa and Boutique lodgings 

has a collection of private, 

secluded, contemporary and 

professionally maintained luxury 

retreats located along the wonderful 

Whangarei Heads coastline.

They offer a wide range of properties and 

something to suit most people’s needs. From 

The Guest House and Aria with their 

mountainside / forest settings, through to the 

larger “coastal estates” of Cliff House and Te 

Whara (Kauri Mountain Point) with their 

spectacular clifftop and peninsula settings. 

All of the properties offer a unique setting on 

a beautiful stretch of New Zealand coastline. 

For a group of girlfriends, Cliff House is the 

perfect property for a weekend away.

You’ll enjoy jaw-dropping views from 

almost every room in this spacious and 

beautifully furnished home. As soon as you 

enter the front door, you’re welcomed by a 

magnificent panoramic sea view of the 

coastline, from the open plan kitchen, lounge 

and deck. Cooking becomes a pleasure when 

it can be done with such a vista and in such 

a large space with plenty of room for all your 

girlfriends to join in the cooking. Take a 

bottle of wine and try out the European 

pastime of petanque in the backyard, or 

wander around the extensive grounds and 

mown pathways of this private estate, taking 

in several stunning viewpoints. For the 

adventurous, there’s a steep stairway leading 

down to a rocky cove below with rock pools 

to explore, or you can try your luck at fishing 

for the day.

The house has four bedrooms and can 

sleep eight to ten people. It’s cliff top and 

waterfront setting is unique with amazing 

views, making it a place you never want to 

leave. The large lawn area out the back  

gives you plenty of space to wander the 

Family holidays are great, but getaways with your girlfriends are 
needed too. There’s no better way to relax, recharge and 

spend time with your girlfriends than in a big beautiful cottage, 
lodge, house or bach. saraH WeeKs scours the country for the 

best girlfriend getaways to unwind, bond and try new things.

with
girlfriends

Cliff House, Whangarei Heads.

A picture paints
a thousand words

Lalati Resort and Spa ... romantic, all inclusive and poised on a cobalt bay.
Simply perfect for an enchanted escape, honeymoon,

Fiji beach wedding, or intimate dive vacation.

Lalati Resort & Spa | Beqa Island | Fiji | +61 416 764 649 & Toll Free (US only) 844-4LALATI | lisa@lalatifiji.com

www.lalatifiji.com
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http://www.blurb.com/b/6772789-driftwood-living
http://www.driftwoodnz.com 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/auckland/local-news/northland/bay-chronicle/9260858/Bach-wins-gold-award
http://media.wix.com/ugd/ac8761_940d36bdc0f84c66a98696be1de38b44.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/ac8761_df9b4f40c8294137b016bebccbc7729e.pdf
https://kiwiliving.nz/new-zealand-homes/rest-home-renovation
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